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PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE 
18 October 2021 

 

 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 18 October 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillor: A Glass (Chairman) 
 
Councillors: D Evans (Vice-Chairman), G Hill, S Hunt, M Johnson, C Louisson, 
S Pond, A Williams and E Woodard 
 
 
10 Apologies  

 
Apologies were received from Councillor K Budden.  
 
 
  
 

11 Confirmation of Minutes  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2021 were agreed and signed as a 
correct record.  
 
 
  
 

12 Chairman's Announcements  
 
The Chairman welcomed all those present to the Planning Policy Committee. In 
addition to the Councillors who sit on the committee, she also welcomed the 
officers who were in attendance.  
 
 
  
 

13 Declarations of Interest  
 
No declarations of interest were received.   
 
 
  
 

14 Alton Neighbourhood Development Plan (as Modified April 2021)  
 
 
The Acting Planning Policy Manager introduced the item and gave an historical 
background to the Alton Neighbourhood Development Plan 2011-2028. 
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Alton Town Council were the first community to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan 
in East Hampshire, outside of the SDNP, which was adopted in 2016 following 
a successful referendum. After monitoring the effectiveness of the 
Neighbourhood Plan’s policies, Alton Town Council modified their plan in line 
with the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. The plan as a whole has been 
effective in managing development proposals and a number of developments 
have been implemented or are in the pipeline.  However, the proposed 
modifications have been with East Hampshire’s housing land supply position in 
mind and how this could potentially lead to unplanned development if the 
weight of the development plan weakened. The new modifications would 
provide the revised Neighbourhood Plan greater protection of a two year period 
(following adoption), as set out in paragraph 14 within the NPPF. 
 
As a result of the modifications, two new sites were added as allocations, 
namely the former Molson Coors Brewery and former Magistrates Court, 
totalling 326 dwellings, both of which came forward through the planning 
application process and subsequently gained planning permission. The 
quantum of development was also amended on other sites to reflect details of 
associated planning applications, namely 14 instead 21 dwellings at land off 
Wilson Road and 7 less dwellings at land east of Selborne Road. The 
amendments showed that the housing supply figure for Alton continued to be in 
excess of what would have been its reasonable contribution toward the 
objectively assessed needs of the District, which were established in the joint 
core strategy.  
   
The officer stated that both East Hampshire District Council and Alton Town 
Council considered that the modifications were minor and would not materially 
change the existing Neighbourhood Plan. This view was also shared by the 
Examiner. The Examiner determined that although a further examination 
process would be required, no further referendum would be needed.  
 
The Acting Planning Policy Manager advised that following the Examiner’s final 
decision, the Council would be under a legal obligation, as set out in the 
Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017, to make the draft plan as part of the 
statutory development plan, which would be used to help guide future planning 
applications.  
 
The Chairman thanked the Acting Planning Policy Manager for his clear 
presentation and then invited councillors to ask questions of officers and debate 
the application. 
 
Comments were made from committee members in relation to the success of 
the Alton Neighbourhood Plan and how Alton Town Council should be thanked. 
It was felt that the minor modifications were commendable and that the 
amendments comprehensive and that the Plan, which was easy to understand, 
reflected the needs of the community. Cllr Hill informed members that he had 
been Deputy Chairman of the original steering group, which had involved 11 
people in total, including 4 Town Councillors plus District Councillors, had taken 
two years of hard work to create the Plan.  
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In respect of the key constraints of the Plan scope and objectives listed, the 
Acting Planning Policy Manager confirmed that all the objectives had been 
adequately addressed, especially in respect of the two new additional sites 
which had subsequently gone through the application process. A question was 
also raised as to whether the Community Questionnaire had dealt with all the 
concerns raised by the local residents, although it was noted that a good level 
of consultation had been carried out. The Officer confirmed that the changes 
were considered to be minor in nature and that the Examiner had agreed with 
Alton Town Council and East Hampshire District Council that all evidence 
provided had supported the Neighbourhood Plan and that all details of 
constraints had been taken into account. 
 
As the Plan had been written in 2015 and adopted in 2016, the Acting Planning 
Policy Manager confirmed that it was only the new modifications which had 
been amended recently. Any minor changes of the Plan itself, in respect of 
wording, spelling or slight inaccuracies, would therefore be reviewed for 
compliance after the emerging Local Plan, which would need to be adhered to.  
 
The Acting Planning Policy Manager concluded by stating that a considerable 
amount of work had gone into the review, which proved to be effective for the 
future of the Plan going forward. 
 
The Chairman wished to thank everyone who took part in the review and 
congratulated Alton Town Council. She also reiterated members’ previous 
comments that it made a very pleasant and easy read.   
 
The committee voted on the officer’s recommendation that the Alton 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 2011-2028 (as modified April 2021) should 
be adopted with immediate effect once considered by Full Council, so that it 
would become part of the statutory development plan for the area.  
 
Following the vote, the recommendation was declared CARRIED, 9 Councillors 
voting FOR, no Councillor voting AGAINST and no Councillor ABSTAINING 
from voting. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.00 pm and concluded at 6.50 pm 
 



This page is intentionally left blank


	Minutes

